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Sir George Hamſen, 1 Kt, and 
The Rev. Mr, Rizhar 


— 
he Rev. Mr. Pe er 1 
The Rev. r Fo n Tal nan, 
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lad to ſee: your ſolemn 1 


4p rov'd and honour d ar it def And 
what elſe could be beg ? when your Deſign 
is ſo laudalle, and the ' whole rocedure ma- 
nag d with ſo much Diced and Exafineſs, that 
there appear ared almoſt as much Harmony in your 
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with a noble Appearance, and- 
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Cond act, 8 in 5 . Such. 


ne Chearfulaeſe was Jer in eony Face and 


by Endearments of Friendſhip and n 5 
I mutuadly paſſed * 2 as if the whole Au. 
_-x dience hau but one H &, end one Ad ind; and 7 
„ confirmed that ancient os that-the Soul 
* it ſelf was all Muſick ! Add to this, hat 
Jour Charity on this Occaſion per Hach, that: ö 
| next Generation ſhall call Jou, bleſſed, © 930k - 
„ never want nt Hands nor Voices br Hearts, to 


1% —- YOu never want a e 0 neither, „ the, : chie ef : 5 
Pin wherein Jon 6 * been dz tent, :i fance you 

fixed on me, when every one el A Perf 5 
Ni. However, Dou cannot but rettify this 
"Miſtake, whentuer you make bs Chae, 'By 
K which Means I ſhall have the Pleaſure of being 
- an humble a as I have nom abe Honour 
1 * Me: N \\ Gy by N © II docks I" 


a RY 


——Ä— — IR 
* * * 
. ; 
— * — * 


Y # 
4 1 - wt * Fo 25 
y \ # * * > 1 V. * © | 
, 
I, * © 7 F i 
- 4 
5 1 
Big. Your moſt  oblj ed e 
2 * fin * 9 % 0 . * N% as wh b 
3a. 12 Ko 4) Ty d Ja A 5 . 8 \ 5 33 J® 3 To 5 wn 
Ss 1 
3 * 
a. BY W ble 0 rya © 
w © 1 1 # ©3 
2 = 
4 
” 4 1 * ; f * 5 I 4 ? * ? hy 
* Y * 5 _ > ou F K. 8 * k % 2 b 
"AS * 3 
3 1 1 
2 * + 4 z - * A % * 7 9 5 * Z 
"is & » 
* 
e OMAS INAl 
bl 
* 7. P 
' 97 
1 * | 
1 % - 2 # 
th * 3 * 2 1 ** oe” * 1 — 


— 


_ : | ' 
1 Mol V0 


| T4746 16 ö r | 1 
il CHICO Ela, n s ; £1 2002 11 E 
ct 95203 e 
. : or + # T = 3 : wy = 
Fr lin 11] £5 JI —_— 
: 2, Af rt £ 51913 . : 
740 00 20 oft | "2 
Hope to make ſome ſhort but feht Obſerbations : 
- Bur ii in Dit Aer . I [muſt P | ol inter: ; 
pret the latter Part of this Sentence, as referrirly to | 
ie three foregoin Petitions; and then the Senle 1 


Meaning will run thus:  Hallowed be thy Name in 
as it is in Heaven: Thy Kingdom comte, and mayſt thou 1 
rule here in our Hearts by Faith and Grace, as thou reign⸗ 2 


eſt amidſt thy Saints in Glory: And may Thy: Will be ' 
done in Earth, as readily and. cheerfully, as it is is performed — 
* Angels and Saints: in Heaven. * en 8 n 1 10 ö ; | - | 


/ 


I have a good Authority for making this Interpretati- 


on, and therefore I readily embrace it, the rather for that. 


ir ſerves to many good Purpoſes of Piety and Devotion ; 


but more eſpecially, for that it ſeems to anſwer my pre- 
ſent Intent, and yields ſome ſuitable Matter of Inſtructi- 


on for your preſent Entertainment. 


For from this Conſtruction of the Words we learn, 
what the Inhabitants of Heaven are continually employed 
about, namely, in Hallowing the Name of, God; pro- 
moting the Intereſt of his Kingdom, and doing his Will. 
The ſame Mind ſhould be in us, and we ſhould make 
that our Duty, which will be our Happineſs. © We have 
a fair Copy to write after, and we ſhould imitate them 
,,,, 2c... 
But firft and chiefly in Hallouing the Name of God. 
But is this an Undertaking adequate to the Powers of our 
Nature? Or may we even dare to make mention of his 


Name, or to praiſe it wich our polluted Lips? His Name: 


only is excellent, and his Praiſe above Heaven and Earth. 


| Who then ſhall attempt to : expreſs the noble Acts of the 


Lord, or to fhew forth all his Praiſe ? Even here our Co- 


1 llowed even in Heaven with its juſt Bleſſings z how 


much leſs in Earth. His Name is exalted far abo ve all 


the Praiſes, which the moſt pure Intelligences of Heaven 
can offer up unto. him : Who then upon Earth can be 
enn 
And yet, though 5 receives no Addition of Glory 
by our moſt exalted Praiſes, ſuch is the Condeſcenſion 
of Divine Goodneſs, that he is pleaſed to declare E. 


py falls ſhort of its due Perfection, and his Name is not 
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- his own | Mouth, Whoſo oHkret h b me Thanks and Praiſe, be 
honoureth me. He is pleaſed to command us to hallom 
his holy Name, as ſo much Honour done unto; himſelf, | 
though the whole Advantage is to us: As it make us 
more and more like to our elder ' Brethren: above, and 
more like to what we qur ſelves hope to be hereafter. 
We feel the Benefit of it in the enlarging the Powers of 
our Mind, and exalting our Souls to fach an Aſcent, as 
is next beneath the Joys of the Bleſſed. This Angelical 
Employment is many times attended with ſuch rapturous 
Contemplations, and Loves, and Joys, even here on Earth; 
as: makes it even to join with thoſe above; and ſome- 
times it: comes fo near its Pattern in Heaven, that no- 
thing ſeems wanting to complete it, but an endleſs Dura- 
tion. Such is the Goodneſs of this Petition, that we 
only pray for our own Happineſs, in being ſo like the 
bleſſed in Affection and Practice, that we may hereafter 
more readily join with them in thoſe Songs of Praiſe 
which ſhall be our Employment for ever. The thallow-  - 
ing the Name of God, in their exalted Way, is one of the 
choiceſt Ingredients of their Felicity; and here we pray, 
that the ſame may be practiſed, in ſome good Degree, by 
Chriſtians on Earth, who are only Probaentdiiatie Rigs 
nity, before they commence complete Sains. 
But here, before I was aware, I was beginning again 
to deſcribe the Muſick of Heaven, and the Matter and 0 
Method of their Divine Performance. But I have ſaid) = 
too much of that already; too much Repetition in e 
moſt excellent muſical Compoſition cloys the Ear, and 
. Glls the Affections, and er can bear ſuch frequent 
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Repeits, ber the. endleſs rant of the: av 
| Heaven." 28; Hit 
preſent BuGneG- is to bring the Manner down. 0 
our ſelves, to draw ſome uſeful Inferences from their 
Celeſtial: Harmony, that God's SE TY" be balbuel 
en Earth, 4. it is in Heauen. 
n Sometlling is to be obſerved fi: t Onder of . 
Petition, and ſomething from the Matter of it!: 
hk From the Order wherein it is placed, we Saris We 
Praiſe is the firſt: and chief Act of all Religion. Our 
Lord bring placed this in the very beginning of his 

Prayer, and then ending it with a Doxology, teaches us, 
tn the Glory of God ſhould be both the Beginning and 
End of all our Actions:. He has not permitted us to 

the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, or to ask aur daily Bready 

nour.lof his Name, and pray | 
that it may have irg due Praiſes, both in tee and 
Baan 19 ace Hoch ©. hie nic eee 
And then from ts Manter af „ Peri 5 
that the Worſhip of the Church Triumphant is chliefly 
made up of Hymns and Songs of Praiſe. For being "A 
ſed wich all that they can deſire or enjoy, they have mo! 
rootri for Prayers: or Iuterctſſiuut, but only giving . 
Thanks, Being wap 2 all the Evils and 
Miſeries of Mortality, t end; their endleſs Life in 
alloring che Perfections of 2 and praiſing hits danch 
Cotmmmuicktiofis ofꝰ his Goodfieſs to 25 the Parts of his 
Erkation? This is the Theme of every Sung which: 
they: ſing! unto? the amb, graced with: Golden Hape, 
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| | 6 Divine tells ws, hy reſt nut Day ns Wight, 80 1 


ad Biiß För ever. We ſee our Pattern, which at once 
thews-us- the Excellency. of this Duty of Praiſe, and the. 


Is Name 


# may be Hoallowsd in Earth,” 1 2 th is in Heaven: The 


Obligstionl we have to pray and ſtrive, thar G 
Check. of Chtiſt (though Militant on Earth) can never: - 


want a Theme from the” inexhauſtible Fountain of God's: 


Coodneſs, nor -Motives to this . from his extenſive; | 


Mercy, which. 6 ever all His Werks..: 111 T 25 


But fürther 0 we learn from our b Dan chat all 


I the Helps of Art, and all che Advantages of Muſical Inſtru- 


ments are requilita cc aſſiſt us in the due performances of 


| this Day, \ This-is ſufficiently Evidenc from the Practtee 
of, thoſe. above us, For though they -excel in Strength, 


yet eyety one of them has his Harp, or fome Muſical In- 
lunment eg krep their Affections in freſh Ardour, and 
to modulate their Voices wich enim Concörde 


— a> + 


Req, v. 8. And we need no other Authority than this 


far- uling the like means to the ſame end. The OE 


| Ghoſt, Would newer have! repreſented them as uſing 


Gi in theit Adorations, 16:this had not been 4 Press 
cedent ſor ug t uſe bene: = ben eee e 


on; 8 er we ca 


Phat the, Ap | o ſpeaks of Charity, may be. applied to 
Praife co c it newen faileth: They: Lick, Mall accom. 
pany; us to Heaven, and there ſerve to ſuſtain us in Joyr 


P 


Cn 
come to join with them in the ſame” Songs of Pre. 

And this we do know at preſent, and feel by Experience, | 
that we want-the engaging - Energy of -Mufical Inſtru- 
ments to warm our Minds, and enflame our Devotions, 

5 For me to go about to ſhewy the Lawfwhneſs 6f Church 
Muſick . a low and mean Undertaking, unbe- 


* 1 
. 


.X coming both to this. Nlace and Audience. To attempt 
do prove the Lawfulneſs of what we are now about, 
would ſeem to queſtion, whether it was fit for us to 


i Practice before-hand the Muſick of Heaven. For fire 
Ve are that Inftramental Muſick ſhall bear its part in the 
Cuhurch Triumphant, when Chriſtianity -ſhall be exalted 
| to its higheſt Pitch of Felicity and Glory. And tis not 
I credible that the State of the Church, in- its Purity, ſhould 
118 be repreſented - by any thing that is unlawful: for us in 


our preſent State: So that there ſeems as much Reaſon to 

be alledged for the uſe of. Muſical Inſtruments in praiſing - 

God in Nis Church here, as there is for doing his Will in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, The Uſe and Original Deſign 
of them was to aſſiſt us in Singing Pfalms to the Praiſe 
of God, and this has been as Ancient as thoſe Pſalms 
themſelves, - The firſt Pſalm we read of was ſung to a 
Timbrel, before the Law, even that which Moſes and Mi- 

riam (ung after the Deliverance of the Children of Iſrarl 
out of Egypt. And afterwards at Jeruſalem, when the 
Temple was built, Muſical Inſtruments were conſtantly 
uſed at their Publick Services, which were performed 
with that exact Order and Solemnity, as came little ſhort 
of that of the new Jeruſalem. They were uſed with all 

the Songs of Sion: And for this End the Sweet * 1 

WWA 
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Iſtuel eſtabliſtied a Choir, that by their Voices they might. 
110 le ſueet M elody, and daily ſing Praiſes in their SONgs: 


That. in pited; Artiſt had Judgment enoughꝰ to diſtinguith, 
| who were fit for that Service, both for Skill and Voices 

and, having a whole Kingdom at his Devotion, he could 
not be at 4 loſs for fit and ſerviceable Men: Even ſuch: 
4 found out Muſical Times whom: the Son of Syrach calls 
Men honour ed in their Generations, and were the | Glory '0 f 


— 


— 


Indeed nothing has, or poſſibly could have wrought 
the leaſt Doubt or- Scruple of the Lawfulneſs of Inſtru- 
mental Muſick in the Service of God, but thoſe mean 
and baſe Purpoſes; to which this Art has been cor- 
rupted and debaſed. It muſt be confeſſed and juſtly 
complained of, that it has · been degraded to ſerve the Ends 
of Lewdneſs and Vice. For its Power is great and irre- 
liſtible both ways: And when applied to vile Deſigns, tis: 
"4 to make thoſe who where bad before, yet more: 
ſo. But this is a corrupting the beſt of Things, 
which is attended with the worſt of Conſequences. Tis a 
perverting its original Uſe. and Deſign ; and proſtituting 
the virgin Modeſty of Mufick to the worſt of Ends. 
But Woe be to them who give ſuch Offences, and there- 
by have occaſioned Doubts and Scruples in weak but er- 
neous Minds, who cannot well diſtinguiſh between 
the Uſe of a Thing and the Aluſe of it. 
 Suppoling you therefore abundantly ſatisfied with the 
Lawfulneſs..of Inſtrumental Muſick in the Worſhip of 
God; I ſhall- proceed to what (I think) is more proper 
and becoming the Day, (viz.) to ſay ſomething in Com- 
RY { mendation 


* 


Tan: * 

enden of the Force e Bray of this” . 
Exerciſe. 6 \* en 
Indeed, it is not an ealy * Thi ing 10 rp thi volldkr 
Fol Sympathy which is between Muſical Sounds is 
Paſſions of Men; nor 'whence it comes chat they ate 
fo ſtrongly affected by them. The Theory of Muſick i; 
almoſt as intricate to the wiſe, as ics Force and Power m 
plain and perſpicuous to all. We are forced to Gn md 
ſubmit to the Force of Sounds, when We carihot account 
for the Manner of their Conveyance, atid we can ſit con- 
-tented,, and be willingly charmed with tlie irreſiſtible 
Power of Harmony, without puzzling ourſelves Wich the 
modus of its C Operation. We yicld to its uticonttollable 
Charms, when it commands a Satisfaction in us, and are 
pleaſed in being vanquiſhed:with its inexpreſſible Beauties. 
Even they: who-are molt: Curious in ſearching into the 
Depths of Concord, cannot account for its Various and 
affecting Influence. Though the different Undulations of 
Air may create different Agitations in our Spirits, yet 
' - how theſe ſhould excite different 'Sehfarions in the Mind; 
is like to remain a Secret, till we come to ſee and hear 
more perfectly, and ro know even ut abe are known: 
However the Force and Beauty of Hatmonions Sounds 
have been owned and teſtified by Men in all Ages of thi 
World, and by the wiſeſt and beſt: of them. For this“! 
need not appeal to Teſtimonies of ancient Times, as-to 
Linus, Ae and Chiron, who were Famous in 
their Generations; and whoſe Command of Hand charred 
and delighted all that heard them. Neither ſhall 1 "ape 
ee to the Times before Sw even is: far back as 3 
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For we are told Ch. xxxiii. 3.0. 


+55). 


cb Wo, Und eher itt His Days! Mi lit tals wa 
| Frere! and Hp, and did rejoice at the Soul vf the Or- 


gen, Job. nin Muſick has not loſt its Force, none 


of its Power are abated, ant ſhe” governs. all that is Hu- 
man (ths 46 pet Y 


not eqirafly J with her charming 


Powers. She calls and commands at Pleaſure; Witnels 


this vaſt appearance here this Day. Tou are all tivin 


Witneſſes of Her uncontrolſable Authority. What coul 


bting hicker at chis Time ſuch a vill Almdih, ſuch an 
Illuſtrious Audience! Nothing but the Charms and Force 
of Muſick”: Not any Thing that could be expected from 
ic, or What might hive been dekkr 2 Kom this Place 3 


not a Sermon, but an Anthems, yer this/Orditiance 


ol Preaching is ſometitnes AS with ſuch manner of 


Expreſſion, ſuck a Happineſs of Voice, and Variery of 


Tone; ac{6tding to the truc Importance of the Words, 


and, after all, with ſuch true and proper Cadence, that it 
as come little ſhort of a Muſical Performance, Aft has 


ſometimes wrought Wonders in the Converſion of many. 


Such à Preacher was the Prophet Exe tie; he ſcems to 
have had ſuch an excellent way of Beltvery, ſuch 4 juſt 
propriety in the Art of Pronunciation, ſuch elegant Ex- 
my on; and Muſical. Accent; that the Pev crowded to 

t him Preach. © That Stubborn-hèarted People could 
not but be Charmed with the Voice of that Charmer, 
though they neither loved him, nor obeyed him, be- 
cauſe he did not Prophecy ſmooth Thixigs unto 'thetn, 


They tated agginft him by 
the Walls and the Doors of the Houſes,” yet they could in- 


"2 Vite r each one his Neighbour to fear his Sermon, and 


3 ſpeak | 


ſpeak one to another; ſay ing, Come, I pray you, and he 
what: is the Word: that cometh. forth from the Lord. And 
Lo ! thou. art wnto them as a very lovely Song of one that 
hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on. an Inſtrument, 
And it is well known, that an elegant Manner of Expreſ- 
tion, gives Strength and Beauty to our Words, which, 
when they are attended with the Decencies of Pronoun - 
cing, arc like Nails fallned in the. Aſſembly by a niafterly 
Hand, and convey their Weight, and Strength to the very 
Ground of the Heart. This Was the chief Part of the Ro- 
man Education, and their noble Vouths ſpent chat firſt 
and beſt Fart of their time, in learning to ſpeak with Mal: 
culine Vigour, and perſuaſive Sweetneſs, and with ſuch 
Force and Beauty as might prevail. And yet tis obſer, 
ved, that all the Variety and different Modifications of the 
Voice, in Preaching and Orations, ſhould never exceed 
above five Notes: And therefore one would think, that 
a little Labour, attended with a Happineſs of Voice, and 
a juſtneſs of Ear, might ſoon attain a good Degree of 
Skill, ſince the Art of Speaking lies Within ſo ſmall a 
Compass of the Scale of Muſick, . 


But how am 1 launching beyond my. Line, and got 
MW beyond the Depth of my Knowledge, and the. Limits of 

_ * my Text? And may I not juſtly be reproached, Thot 
il that teacheft another, teacheft. thou nat thy. ſelf? And how 
Wb. - unbecoming is ſuch a Lecture from one, whoſe natural 

1 Defect will not let him practice what he ſo much admires 
1 and recommends? J 

| Baut what J obſerve is, that if be ee exper 

* ed are apt to have ſuch Force and Energy, how mu 

97 e greater 
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ere enieon! muſt they make, whoa! conveyed 
t 


Soul by the Efficacy of well adapted Harmony : K 


— 


ence to an 


ry, They infuſe ir reea 
furniſh it, as it were, with a new Capacity. They raiſe and 


Pd 


fall the Paſſions, and play them up and down, making 


them pliant and ſubſervient to our Souls, thereby cna+ 


bling them to exert all the Powers of their Nature with 


98 5 Freedom. Thus the ſovereign Power of Muſick 
have found it the beſt expedient to ſWeeten the Bitterneſs 
of their Gall, and to ſubdue the moſt ſavage Paſſions to 
the quiet and pacifick Purpoſes of Humanity and Reli- 
gion, And becauſe God has 3 ſuch a prevailing 


Force on the Nature of it, we think it not fit to debar 
our {elves of that Advantage, or to rob his Church of 


the kind Influence of it. We uſe it in his Temple, as 
not only lawful, but commendable and praiſe-Worthy. 
And ſo long as tis our Duty to praiſe God with exalted 

Minds, tis a kind of Sacrilege to with-hold thoſe Means, 
which may be inſtrumental to our Devotion. Our Af- 
fections are as dull and ſluggiſh as ever, and want to be 
awaked ; and many devotional Paſſions lie dormant in 


us for want of being excited. But Muſick fearches out 


of go 
; 


all the ſecret Receſſes of the Soul, and ſtirs up every AF- 
fection that is dull or heavy in us, quickens what is un- 


actiye, fits them for their proper Buſineſs and Employ- 
37171 9 i 8 | C 2 | 85 ment, 


elegant Expreſſion; and Words ſpoken. in 
due Time and Tune, how good are they? They awaken the 
Mind, and inſpire into it a ſtrange Kind of cheerful Gaie- 

425 into it an agreeable Sprightlineſs, and 


* 


as been experienced and . e whe all Men, who 


and Function? 


ho Eo 
py aps to fill their Ears only wich melodiqus Sounds, 


venly Warmt 


2 ERS 
. 


+ 
s 


COR 


ment, and ſers chem upon Action. And what a flaming 


Sacrifice of Praiſe muſt that be, where every Paſſion is 


ready; fitted and tuned to the part it is to act, and every 


Power of the Bo. exerts its Strength in its proper Place 
the King- 


12 Verily ſuch a one is not far fre 
Eb cot os et boots 
Muſick neyer appears in more Strength and Beauty, 
than in the Houſe of God, Where at the fame time that it 


* 
*. 


. it exalts and purifies our Affections, and adds 


eſh Flame to our Devotion. And therefore the choiceſt 


Place of her Abode ſhould be in the Temple of the Lord, 


Pp 


and among, his Seints, that re fn Ils Barth, that they ds 
may hallow his holy Name in ſome meaſure, as it is 


een feen Jr in ly Adranmge e ae. 


ly A Service, in his Houle : And I have good 
hat of the many who are come hither this Day, 


co they depar, Gm, ac at, will il a ind fe 
; their Hearts will burn within chem, and 


1 


make hem <patels, e Gps 3 58 en Rare; ee 
Strokes of Divine Harmony have ſometimes. reached the 
moſt inſenſible and incredulous, and made them amal 
Chriſtians... They have gone away, not only pleaſed, but 
converted. May, it have the lige Effect upon all that 
hear me this Day; 1 mean, that all, whom either Love 
or Curioſity have brought hither, may partake of ſome 
Divine Warmth, aud thereby be provoked to a Divine 


Emulation of doing the Will of God in Barth, as it it done 
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But, I conſeſe, this may appear a kind of a ſtrange; 
Language to many Perſons in the World, and to ſame. © | 
of more than common Devotion They are Strangers. 
co the irreſiſtible Power and Beauty of Harmony, and 
CIP, 5 por HO r I rn 
Ke feel little Or nothing of thoſe pleaſing Impreſſions, 
1 Tb DDT a os han LS 143-731 145 0 
whereof we have been ſpeaking.  _ 5 
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Now this Inſenſibility mult ariſe, either from ſome, 


Defett in themlelyes, or ſome undue Performance. in the 
Muſick.” SLE = L Ng arr 7 we aaa" 
lf thoſe Defects, in themſelves are natural, and theres 
fore unavoidable, their Infirmity is their Infelicity, and. 
much to be pitied, as it deprives them of one of the 
moſt innocent and delightful Gratifications of humane 
Nature. But upon a nearer Enquiry it will be found, 


— 


that the far greateſt Part of thoſe, who complain of ſuck, 


Inſenſibility, are themſelves to blame. They rob thems-. 
ſelves of the Pleaſures of Mulick, through & Stupefaction 
of Mind wrought in them, through: the hurry, noiſe, 
and criminal Senſualities of this I And yet in the 
| midſt of their Lewdneſs and Riot, they are apt to call 

for Muſick, but tis but the very Dregs of it, and Which 
| ſerves but to inflame their Spirits the more, and make 
them the more pile. The true Delights of Mulick can 
not be reliſhed 57 29 Minds ; the. is a ſpiritual Enter- 


tainment to the Soul, and communicates her Pleaſures 
molt freely to ſuch, whoſe, Affections are molt pure, 
making them ſtil] the more ſo, till they are fit for the 

pure and ſpiritual Enjoyments of a better World. TWwas 
for this Reaſon, that Holy David prepared, and tuned his 
Heart, before he touched his Harp: And then cries oy | 
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Wich eager Devotion; My Heart is ready, O God, my 
Heart is ready, I will fing and give praiſe with the beſt 
Member that I have. When his Heart was ready, his In. 

ſtruments were ſoon put in Tune. Tis the Piety and 

Purity of*the Heart, that makes the Pleaſures of Muſick 
ſo reliſhing and refreſhing. There it. ſhews it ſelf in its 
füll Strength and Beauty, and ſo refines and exalts the 
Soul, as to mike it more fit for the Joys of the Bleſſed. . 
But, 2dly, Perhaps our Inſenſibility may ariſe from 
- Foray we hear, and the-undue Performance of it. 
am not willing to take upon me the Office of cen- 
ſuring, where there are ſo many Aſaphs, ſo many Maſ. 
ters in Iſrael. And yet give me leave to obſerve one 
Fault complained of (by ſome pious Perſons) in our 
Church Muſick, and perhaps not unjuſtly. - And that 
is, their not bging able to un deiſtand what is ſung, which | 

makes it to them but an uncertain Sound, Melody is on- 
ly, an additional Aid to meliorate and help the Voice. 
But when the Words are not diſtinctly heard, and the 

Senſe of them 1s over-whel med with too : loud Inſtruments, 

che common Auditor may be ſurprized, but not edified, and 
he loſes the Benefit intended him by that Compoſition. 
This cauſes that Inſenſibility complained of by many, 
for there can be no pious Warmth where the' Senſe is not 
conveyed intelligibly, and affectionately. And I fear 
this Fault is grawing upon us. We do not ſo much 
mind the Singing with Underſtanding, as to love and fol- 
low the Modes of other Countries, rather than our wn. 

Of late we borrow our Muſick from the moſt effeminate 


Nation in the World, and I fear in Time we ſhall bring 


* 


this World, called Charity. 


0 


ir. intg our Churches too: Where no ; Compoſitions - | "0 
fhould be admitted, but ſuch as are venerable; adorned 2 
with a becoming Gravity, ſuch as will bear their way ro. 


the Heart of Man, and imprels t 5 the Senſe more affecion- 


ately uport his Soul,” But 1 would not have it thoug 4 e 
that I am for excluding theſe ſoft and' foreign. Airs from © 
our private or publick Entertainments. They | | 
innocent, and very 


diverting. 


tion. 
And now I wilh leave you to enjoy 


together, and there ſerve to ieren our Bliſs for ever. 


Letall your ſweet Melody have its due Effect in cauſing in 
you a ſounding of your of nie of Compaſſion towards. | 
fuch as are miniſhed and brought low, This is the moſt | 8 
God in Earth as it is in 
Heaven, that pure Element of Muſick and Love. Let us fr 9 ny 
form our Conduct uponthe Model of their Employment; a 1 ona 
and teſtify our Vo with tae N ee by 
"making. | 


effectual way of doing the Will of 


are very hh. 
But, after all; they only _ 
hover about our Souls, and fn our Paſſions, but do not . 


ſeem adapted to the Maſculine Genius. of the. Engli ſh We | 
the bleſſed nfl bs 


ence of religious Harmony, and all the innocent Cheerful-. 5 
neſs of Conſorting Muſick. You may Feaſt your ſelves 
to the full, yer ſhe. has Riches in ſtore, Delicacies in reſerve. _ 
for all. that Love her, and There: is no end of- her hid e 
Trainee,, =" 1 
But rejoyce not in your ſelves done, bi let Eh 1 
joyce by your Liberalities. Muſick has a little Siſter in 
Theſe ſhould go Hand ir 
Hand here on Earth, ſince they both ſhall enter Heaven 
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